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*s  To  fuch  a  height  with  fonie  is  fafhion  grown, 

They  feed  their  very  noftrils  with  a  fpoon, 

One,  and  but  one  degree  is  wanting  yet, 

To  make  our  fenfelefs  Luxury  complete  ; 

Some  choice  Regale  ufelefs  as  Snuff  and  dear, 

To  feed  the  mazy  windings  of  the  ear.  ”  g,  Wesley. 
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To  the  READER. 


IN  writing  oji  a  fubjeft  which  appeared  to  me  of  vafl  inu 
portance  to  the  perfons  to  whom  iny  Pamphlet  is  directed, 
1  thought  it  neceffary  to  mix  hiftoric  inftruftion  with  ferious 
admonition  ;  and  therefore  have  given  a  fhort  defcription  of  the 
Plant  in  queftion,  together  with  the  hiftory  of  its  name  ;  and 
of  its  importation  into  thefe  and  other  European  countries.  J 
have  drawn  my  information  from  a  variety  of  fources;  and 
have  endeavoured  to  detail  what  I  have  learned  on  the  fubjedfc 
with  the  ftrifleft  fidelity,  and  with  as  much  accuracy  as  pofiTible* 
« —  I  hope  I  have  made  no  material  miftakes  :  If  I  have,  they 
were  involuntary  ;  for  I  have  ever  fpoken  according  to  the  bell 
of  my  knowledge.  I  am  not  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  that  thofe 
who  have  been  long  attached  to  the  Pipe  or  the  Snuff-box,  will 
pay  much  regard  to  what  I  have  written  on  the  fubjeS.  X 
know  too  much  of  human  nature  to  expeS,  that  where  the 
pafiions  are  ftrongly  influenced,  and  obftinate  habits  contracted, 
much  attention  will  be  paid  to  rational  argumentation.  I  write 
not  to  convince  thefe  ;  I  have  laboured  with  many  of  them 
long,  and  a  1  mo  ft  in  vain.  Pemo.njiration  to  ffich  is  mere  cob¬ 
web  :  ? —  but  I  write  to  prevent  thofe  from  continuing  in  the 
practice,  who  have  juft  begun  ;  and  thofe  from  beginning ,  who 
have  not  yet  got  under  the  power  of  this  fcandalous,  bewitching 
and  deftruftive  habit.  What  I  have  done,  I  have  done  in  the 
fear  of  God,  and  with  the  frmple  defire  to  be  uleful  to  my 
Brethren.  I  have  fometimes  fpoken  ironically ,  fometimes  fa~ 
tine  ally,  but  always  with  deep  ferieijncfs  and  concern .  In 
fhort.  I  have  done  what  I  could  to  render  odious  and  deteftable, 
a  cuftom,  which  I  think  every  thing  in  heaven  and  earth  dif- 
countenanccs.  Whatever  reception  my  Pamphlet  may  meet 
with,  all  the  reward  I  expert  is  fecured  ;  a  JatisfaiElory  con- 
fferoufnefs  of  the  purejl  motives ,  and  the  fmcerefl  defire  to  do  good „ 
Thofe  who  know  me  will  give  roe  credit  for  my  good  intentions ; 
and  thofe  w'ho  will  not  profit  by  my  advice,  will  have  the 
candour  to  acknowledge  that  I  have  made  a  fin  cere  attempt  tq 
defcrve  well  of  my  countrymen. 

I  need  make  no  apology  for  inferting  DoS  or  Hamilton’s 
Letter  :  an  imprimatur  the  more  valuable,  becaufe  unfolictied . 
Such  a  teftimony  to  my  well  meant  efforts,  cannot  fail  to  ftamp 
them  in  the  eye  of  the  Public  with  an  importance  which  they 
could  not  derive  from  their  author. 

London,  May  15,  1797, 


ADAM  CLARKE. 
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Td'  Mr;  ADAM  CLARKE. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

X  Rejoice  to  hear  that  a  SECOND  IMPRESSION  of  youf 
Treatiie  on  the  Abuse  of  Tobacco  is  called  for  by  the  Public. 

To  my  knowledge,  feveral  of  both  Sexes  and  fome  of  them 
high  in  Rank,  have  left  olF  the  taking  of  Tobacco  in  every 
fhape  from  the  reading  of  your  Pamphlet,  being  fully  convinced 
that  its  ufe  by  them  was  a  criminal  indulgence  utterly  unbe¬ 
coming  the  ProfelfQrs  of  the  Wifdom  of  God.  “I  ftiil  mol! 
cordially  recommend  its  perufal  to  aU  the  confumers  of  that 
herb,  more  efpecially  to  the  ProfeiTors  of  Religion  ■  and  above 
all,  to  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel.”  * 

Wifhing  that  it  may  be  {fill  more  ufeful,  that  your  word 
may  be  made  more  and  more  the  power  of  God  to  the  con- 
verfion  of  Tinners,  * 

London,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Artillery -Place,  Your  very  afleflionate  Friend, 

March  13,  1798.  JAMES  HAMILTON, 

*  Sec  the  Doctor’s  recommendatory  Letter  to  the  firtt  Edition. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN  this  SECOND  EDITION  I  have  made  fome  Alterations 
which  I  hope  are  for  the  better,  and  added  feveral  things,  which 
I  have  brought  within  the  former  compafs,  by  enlarging  the 
page,  not  being  willing. to  increafe  the  price.  Having- efpoufed  a 
tide  of  the  Queftion,  lo  unpopular,  I  had  little  reafon  to  expeft 
my  labour  however  well  meant,  would  have  been  well  received, 
but  in  this  I  have  been  miltaken.  The  rapid  fale  of  the  firifc 
Edition  (which  went  all  off  in  a  few  months)  and  t)ae  repeated 
calls  for  a  fecond,  prove,  that  the  Pamphlet  has  either  met  with 
pretty  general  Approbation,  or,  excited  a  conliderable  degree 
of  curiolity.  That  it  has  been  ufeful  to  many  of  thole  for 
whom  it  was  drawn  up  ,  I  am  happy  to  hnd  ;  numbers  who 
had  been  long  and  obffinately  wedded  to  this  fcandalous  p  raff  ice 
have  left  it  off  entirely  ;  and  not  a  few  have  returned  thanks  to 
God  for  deliverance  from  this  habit  and  its  con fequen.ee s . 

But  are  all  cured  who  have  read  the  Pamphlet  ?”  No  indeed, 
Nor  did  I  ever  expect  it :  there  are  many  who  continue  in  the 
abufe  of  this  herb  without  diminution,  roundly  afferting  it  does 
them  much  good,  tho*  the  miferable  Jhew  of  their  countenance 
doth  tejlify  againjl  them.  —  however,  they  thus  continue  to 
defend  themfelves,  as  well  as  they  can. 

One  thing  I  hnd  I  have  great  caufe  of  rejoicing  in.  The 
Sp— t— g  Diihes  are  vamlhing,  from  the  whole  circle  of  my 
acquaintance. 
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DISSERTATION 

*  ^  ^  |  '  ‘  A  ,  ”  *  ‘ 

On  the  USE  and  ABUSE  of, 

T  O  B  A  C  C  6. 


■  <(  •  ;  •  f  i'Y  ’  IKlO  l  i'  *-  •  *  •  "  ;  9  ,  1 

BOTANIC  CLASSmCATION .  . 

■  ,  -  ’  ,  )  '  |  ;  -  ;  *  Q  •+  .J.  "/T  '  .  -••<..■;  ■»  > 

TOBACCO,  an  herb called'  in  the  Linnean 
fyftem  Nicotiana,,  is  a  genus  of  the  Morio- 
gynia  order,  belonging  to  the  Pentandria  clafs  of 

Plants.  n  •  .  j  ;•  .  1  _  .  a-  :  •. 

Botanies  reckon  feven  Species  of  this  herb  .; 

but  I  lhall  at  prefent  mention  only  the  three 
principal  ones,  i,  Nicotiana p  viajoi  latifohay  or 
the  large  broad-leafed  Tobacco.  2,  Nicotiana 
?najor  angufii folia*  or  narrow -leafed  large  Tobacco* 
Nicotiana  minor  fee  min  a  >  or  Jittle  female  To¬ 
bacco.  The  lecond  fpecies  comes  chiefly  from 
Virginia  ;  and  the  third  is  found  principally  in. 
Mexico  :  but  it  is  the  fir  ft  fpecies  that  is  in  com¬ 
mon  ufe.  Any  farther  defeription  would  pc: 

foreign  to  my  deiigri. 


'  N  A  M  E:  ' 

It  is  reported  that  the  Spaniards  fir  if  difeovered 
this  herb,  about  the  year  1560,  in  a  fmall  ifland 
called  T abac  a*  in  the  Bay  of  Panama  in  the  South 
Seas  :  from  which  place  it  got  the  name  of  To¬ 
bacco.  Others  with  more  probability,  fay  that 
the  Spaniards  found  it  about  the  year  1530  in 
Tabaca,  a  province  of  Yucatan  in  New  Spain. 
There  is  little  doubt  but  it  was  known  long  be- 

B  fore 
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fore  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  at  Brazil  and  Flori¬ 
da.*  The  Americans  of  the  Continent  call  it 
Pctun ,  thofe  of  the  I  Hands  Toii.  (<  Mr.  Pourchot 
in  his  Philofophy,  fays,  The  Portugese  brought 
Tobacco  info  Europe  from  Tobago  an  I  Hand  in 
North  America  :  —  but  in  this  he  is  miftaken  ; 
for  the  I  Hand  of  Tobago  was  never  under  the 
Portugese  dominion.  Tobacco  feems  rather  to 
have  given  its  name  to  that  I  Hand.  The  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Hifpaniola  call  Tobacco  Cohiba,  and 
the  inftrument  by  which  they  frnoke  it,  Palace. 
It  is  probable  that  from  this  alone  the  herb  in 
queftion  derived  its  prefent  name.  Pab abides  is  a- 
village  in  Greece,  fo  called  becdufe  the  pipes  ufed 
in  fmoking  Tobacco,  were  manufactured  there.’* 
A lartiniere,  Did.  Art.  Tabaco, 

Its  botanic  name  Nfcotiatia,  it  received  from 
Mr.  John  Nicot,  Ambalfador  from  Francis  II. 
at  the  court  of  Portugal,  who  in  1560  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  it  by  means  of  a  Flemifh  mer¬ 
chant,  prefented  fome  of  it  to  the  Grand  Prior, 
on  his  arrival  at  Lifbon  ;  and  afterwards  on  his 
return  to  France*  gave  fome  to  Queen  Catharine 
dc  Medicis  :  whence  it  was  called  the  Grand 
Prior's  Herb ,  and  the  Queen's  Herb.  But  An¬ 
drew  Thcvet  of  Angouleme,  Almoner  to  Queen 
Catharine  de  Medicis,  difputes  this  honour  with 
Mr.  Nicot,  and  it  appears  probable,  that  this 

%  f  -  k  > 

*  Mr.  Savary  aflferts,  that  Tobacco  has  been  known  among 
the  Pcrlians  for  upwards  of  400  years :  and  fuppofes  that  they 
received  it  from  Egypt,  and  not  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
it  has  been  cultivated  only  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
17th  Century.  DiEhonnairc  Univcrfcl  de  Commerce ,  a  Geneve, 

lH*'  1  .  *  .  ■  J  _  y 

Gentleman 
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Gentleman  brought  it  firft  into  France,  at  his 
return  from  Brazil  in  1556. 

Cardinal  Santa  Croce,  Nuncio  of  Pope  Pius 
IV.  in  Portugal,  on  his  return,  introduced  the 
ufe  of  it  into  Italy  ;  from  whom  it  was  denomi¬ 
nated  Herb  a  JanBte  crucis,  or  Holy  crofs  herb. 
It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
firft  brought  Tobacco  to  England,  in  1585  ;  ar*d 
taught  his  countrymen  how  to  ufe  it.  But  this 
report,  which  has  palled  long  for  fad,  w  ill  be 
found  on  examination  incorred.  Mr.  Valmont 
de  Bomare,  Diredor  of  the  Cabinets  of  Natural 
Hiftory,  Medicine,  & c.  to  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
pofttively  afferts,  that  Sir  Francis  Drake  brought 
it  firft  to  Great  Britain  from  Virginia. 

Camden,  whofe  veracity  is  indifputable,  and 
whofe  authority  in  matters  of  this  nature  is  deci - 
five,  gives  tbf  honour  of  its  introduction  among 
the  Britifh  to  a  Mr.  Ralph  Lane.  As  this  part 
of  its  hiftory  is  but  little  known,  the  Reader  will 
not  be  difpleafed  to  find  the  hole  here  in  detail. 

In  March  1584,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  having 
obtained  a  patent  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  em¬ 
powering  him  to  poflefs  whatever  countries  he 
might  difeover  in  North  America,  fitted  out  twro 
fhips  at  his  own  expence,  and  failed  for  the  con¬ 
tinent  in  the  month  of  April. —  They  returned 
to  England  in  September,  after  having  taken 
pofieflion  of  a  large  fertile  country  then  named 
Windangocoa ,  but  afterwards  in  honour  of  the 
Virgin  Queen  Elizabeth,  called  Virginia .  In  the 
fpring  of  1585,  Sir  Walter  fent  out  a  fleet  oi 
feven  fliips  to  the  lately  difeovered  country,  com^ 
jnanded  by  his  relation.  Sir  Richard  Greenville, 
v  '  B  2  who 
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who  arriving  fafely,  left  a  colony  of  108  meil 
under  the  command  of  Mr,  Ralph  Lane,  at 
Roanoek.  In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Quceu, 
having  declared’  war  again  ft  Spain,  fent  Sir 
Francis  Drake  with  21  fhips,  and  many  land 
forces  tmiler  the  command  of  General  Carlifle, 
againft  the  Spanifh  Settlements  in  America,  Sc c. 
After  having  taken  polfeftion  of  St,  Domingo, 
Carthagena,  and  fome  towns  on  the  coaft  of 
Florida,  they  failed  for  Virginia,  where  they, 
arrived  in  Augult  1586,  and  found  Mr.  Lane 
and  the  remains  of  his  colony  in  great  diftrefs. 
Lane  had  palled  the  winter  here.  —  Several  of 
his  men  had  been  furprized  and  cut  off  by  the’ 
Indians-,  and  the  whole  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
mifery  through  lack  of  provilions.  Drake  w idl¬ 
ing  them  to  profecute  their  efifeoveries  on  the 


continent,  offered  Mr.  Lane  one  or  two  ibips/ 
wdth  provisions,  and  fome  men  to  allift  him. 
The  olfer  was  accepted,  but  whilft  they  were 
fhifting  the  provilions,  &c.  on  board  thefe  vef- 
fels,  an  extraordinary  ftorin  carried  them  away, 

•  v  •  _  I  (  I  t  t  *■  .  *  J  ?  *  “  | 

and  difpcrled  the  whole  fleet.  Lane  and  his 
companions  thus  finding  the  hope  of  lubiiftencc* 
cut  oft',  and  not  expecting  any  fuccour  fpcedily 
from  England,  entreated  Sir  Francis  to  carry 
them  home  :  to  which  he  readily  agreed.  Thefe 
all  embarking  on  board  of  Drake’s  vcfTel,  brought 
with  them  the  famous  Plant  ih  quGftion  to  Great 
Britain.  *  Thus  ended  for  the  prefent,  an  expe- 


*  Sse  Camden’s  Annals,  under  the  above  years.  Alfo,  the 
Hiftory.  of  Virginia,  by  R.  B.  (rent.  8vo.  p.  .5,  Or.  Lond. 
1722.  Ency.  Brit,-  article  Raleigh  ;  and  Bcmare,  Diftionnairfc 
raifonntj  &c*  '  1  *  J 
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dition  .which  had  promil cd  much  in  the  beginning, 
and  which  fome,  perhaps,  will  think  performed 
a  great  deal ,  when  they  underhand  that  the  Intro¬ 
duction  of  Tobacco  to  thefe  highly  favoured 

■Illes  was  th z  fortunate  refult.  .  ,  • 

Camden’s  account  of  its  introduction  being  fo 
much  to  my  purpofe,  I  ihall  give  it  in  a  literal 

translation  of  his  own  words.  ^  ,  -  . 

<<  And  thefe  men  (Mr.  Lane  and  his  com¬ 
panions)  thus  brought  back,  were  the  fir  ft  that 
I  know  of,  who  brought  into  England  that  Indian 
plant  which  they  call  Tab  ape  a  and  IS t cotta  ;  and 
which,  as  taught  by  the  Indians,  they  uled  againft 
crudities. 

<<  Certainly  from  that  time  it  wras  highly  prized, 
and  the  ufe  of  it  became  very  common,  for 
many  perfons  every  where,  fome  through  wan- 
tonnefs,  ( lajcivientes )  and  others  for  the  lake  of 
health,  with  inexpreflible  greedinefs,  fucked  in, 
through  an  earthen  pipe,  its  exceffivcly  {linking 
fmoke,  {grave -blent em  illius  juinurn)  which  they 
afterwards  blew  out  through  their  noftrils  ;  info- 
much  that  Tobacco-fliops  are  not  lefs  frequent  in 
towns  than  ale-houfes  and  taverns.  - 

i(  In  confequence  of  this  ufe  of  it ,  the  bodies  oi 
Englifhmen  (as  one  wittily  laid)  who  aie  fo 
highly  delighted  w  ith  this  plant,  feem  to  have 
degenerated  into  the  nature  of  barbarians ,  feeing 
they  are  delighted  with  the  fame  thing  which  the 
barbarians  uie,  and  think  the)  can  be  cuted  by 

it.”  +  ’  ’  ■’  .  / 

In  the  above  extraT,  the  reader  will  perceive 

the  opinion  which  Mr.  Camden  formed  of-  the 

+  Vide  Garad.  Annales  rer.  Anglicar.  p«  415*  EdIt*  Elzev* 
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Tobacco  confumers  of  his  day ;  and  will  alfo 
obferve  how  much  the  mode  of  fmoking  in  the 
eighteenth  century  differs  from  that  of  the  fix- 
teenth. 

On  this  interefiing  article  I  have  endeavoured 
to  throw  all  the  light  I  could,  becaufe  it  may 
be  confidered  a  matter  of  fome  importance  to 
have  this  point  fairly  determined,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Great  Britain  may  know  to  whom 
they  are  indebted  for  fo  valuable  a  gift  ;  and 
their  bencfa&or  receive  the  honours  due  to  his 

name.  But  if  what  I  have  written  do  not  fatisfv. 

0  * 

I  muff  confefs,  I  have  no  farther  light  into  the 
hiftory  of  ff  other  times,”  to  determine  the  point, 
and  therefore  willingly  refer  the  farther  elucida¬ 
tion  of  the  fubjed:  to  the  Chronologies  and  Anti¬ 
quarians, 

The  vegetable  kingdom  has  probably  never 
produced  an  article,  the  ufe  of  which  has  been 
fo  rapidly  and  univcrfally  extended.  In  1750, 
the  Englifh,  fays  Mr.  De  Bomare,  imported 
from  Maryland  and  Virginia  upwards  of  100,000 
hogffieads  of  Tobacco  ;  nearly  one  half  of  which 
was  confumcd  by  themfelves,  and  mod  of  the 
remaining  part  exported  to  France  ;  from  which 
the  Britifh  Government  drew'  an  annual  revenue 
of  9,200,000  French  livres,  about  £3  83,333, 
6s.  8 d.  Sterling.)  t  Hence  it  appears  that  the 

+  Since  the  American  war  the  culture  of  this  herb  has  de- 
creafed  confidcrably  in  Virginia  :  the  proprietors  of  the  land 
finding  it  more  profitable  to  devote  the  ground  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  corn.  The  french  Encyclopedias  give  the  following 
reafons  for  it  :  The  culture  of  Tobacco  imppverifhes  the  land—- 
it  reduces  both  men  and  animals  to  a  miferable  (late  of  fublift- 
encc---it  is  very  perplexing  and  laborious— in  a  word,  it  has 
every  kind  of  inconvenience  connected  with  it.  Encyclop.  Mc- 
thpdique,  Economic,  polit,  Tom.  iv.  p.  651,  633. 
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frwe  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  have  greatly 

exceeded  the  frivolous  French  in  the  ufe  ot  this 
elegant  and  entertaining  weed.  When  fuch  an 
amazing  confumption  of  this  article,  in  only  two 
kingdoms, -is  confidered,  it  will  not  appear  lui- 
prizing  that  a  plant,  which  was  formerly  only  a 
wild  production  of  North  or  South  America 
fhould  have  been  fo  extenfively  cultivated  ;  lee- 
ing  not  only  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  but  of  Europe  in  general,  have  acquired 
the  extravagant  habit  of  ufing  fuch  prodigious 
quantities  of  it,  either  in  the  form  ot  powder, 
as  a  fternuiatory  ;  by  the  pipe,  in  the  way  of  /«<- 
miration.-,  or  in  livijl,  as  a  mafticatory .  And  this 
habit,  ft  range  to  tell,  notwithftanding  its  fltock- 
ino-  indelicacy  and  naftinefs,  continues  to  en- 
Gave  in  the  moil  difgraceful  manner,  the  higher, 

lower,  and  middle  ranks  of  life.  Th t  Church  , 

and  the  State  have  conjoined  to  JanRify  and 
legalize  the  ufe  of  it,  from  the  time  of  the  Grand 
Prior,  on  the  one  part  ;  and  Queen  Catharine  de 
Medicis  on  the  other,  to  the  prefent  day. 

MEDICAL  PROPERTIES,  real  and  fuppojed . 

Certainly  fome  uncommon  benefits  muft  refult 
from  the  ufe  of  it,  otherwife  it  could  not,  one 
would  fuppofe,  be  continued  in  defiance  of  every 
fentiment  of  cleanlinefs  and  delicacy. — It  ap¬ 
pears  that  herbs  of  the  moil  foetid  fmell,  and  un- 
favory  tafte,  were  confidered  by  the  ancients  as 
corroborants  and  reftoratives.  The  Poet  Virgil 
introduces  a  country  woman  named  Theftylis 
pounding  garlic  and  fome  other  matters,  which 

F  B  4  he 
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he  properly  terms  herkas  olentes ,  ill-fcented  herbs, 
ior  the  comfort  and  fupport.  of  the  reapers,  whofe 
Strength  was  exhaufied  by  intenie  labour  and 
heat.  But  this  was  probablv  done  by  way  ot 
(barm,  (furejy  not  for  food,  as  Juvcncus  and 
fome  others  imagine  ;  )  the  jutye  of  the  good 
woman  fuggefte  this  idea.  Theftyiis,  is  the  name 
of  a  witch  in  : Ihcocriius ,  who,  well  acquainted 
with  the  divine  virtues  of  herbs,  prepared  Philtres 
or  love  potions  from  them.f  To  her  Vi ml  feems 
to  refer  ;  for  it  is.  well  known  how xorrftantjy  his 
eye  is  kept  on  the  Pad  ora  Is  of  the  Greek  Poet, 
while  writing  his  own.  Now,  it  is  a  fact,  that 
divine  virtues ,  and  why  Sicilians  poivcrs  ■  have  been 
attributed  to  this  highly  favoured  weed  by  its 
confumers  ;  who,  in  feed  time  and  'kmvejl,  winter 
and  fummer,  provide  for  the  gratification  of 
their*  fenfes  by  an  herb,  which  yields  nothing 
either  in  tafte  or  fmell,  to  the  moil  fetid  in  the 
witches  collection. 

Cf  But  it  has  many;  extraordinary  medicinal 
qualities/’  Let  us  hear  then,  what  report,  pre¬ 
judice  and  fuperftition  fay  on  the  one  hand  ;  and 
what  common  fenfe  and  matter  of  fad  lay  on 
the  other. 

•  ,  ! 

I  he  moll  concife  and  (to  fojneJ  fatisfadory 


1,1  Thcfftylis'  ct  rapido  fefiis  meflforibus  xftu, 

Allia,  Serpyllumque,  herbas  contundit  olentes. 

1-CJ.  2.  1.  1 Q. 
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Zli'l  :  . 


t  Uu  jU0»  7<u  A atyou  ;  <pift  0/rt'Xc  r cL  <5s  ra  (plhrgtt ; 

'  Idyll,  2.  f.  1. 

view 
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view  of  the  medicinal  excellencies  of  this licrb,* 
is  to  be  found  in  fome  veries  of  Caftor  Durant  it 
inferted  by  Mr.  Bayle  in  his  Dictionary,  under 
the  article  Santa  Croce  ;  which,  for  the  ample 
fatisfadfion  of  the  confumers  of  Tobacco,  I  -will 
here  fet  down  in  the  original,  with  the  faithful, 
though  not  very  elegant  tranflation  of  Mr.  Des 
Maizeaux,  F.  R.  S. 

Nomine  quae  fan&as  crucis  hevba  v-ocatur,  o  cell  is 
Subvenit,  &.  fanat  plagas,  &  vulnera  jung.it, 

Difcutit  &  ftrumas,  ca.ncrum,  cancrofaque  fanat' 

Ulcera,  &  ambuftjs  prodeft,  fcabiemque  repeflit ; 

Difcutit  &  morbum  cui  ceflit  ab  impete  nomen, 

Calefacit,  &  fic.cat,  ftringit,  mundatque,  refolvit, 

Et  dentum  &  ventris  mulcet  capitifque  dolores  j 
Subvenit  antiqum  tufli,  ftomacoque  rigentK 
Renibus  &  fpleni  confert,  ultroque,  venena  . 

Dira  famttarum  domat,  i&ibus  omnibus  atris 

O  A  ;  '  "  T  '  '  ;  '  :  -  V.  ...  ' 

Hxc  eadem  prodeft  :  gingivis  proficit  atque 
Conciliat  fomnum  :  nuda  offaque  carne  reveftit  ; 

Thoracis  vitiis  prodeft,  pulmonis  itemque, 

Quae  duo  fic  praeftat,  non  ulla  potentior  herba. 

Hanc  Santtacr  uc.ius  Profper  quum  nuncius  eflet?  . 

Sedis  Apoftolicaa  Lufitanas  miffus  in  oras 
Hue  adportavit  Romanac  ad  commoda  gentis, 

Ut  proavi  fandtae  lignum  crucis  ante  tulere  r 

Omnis  Chriftiadum  quo  nunc  refpublica  gaudet, 

Et  fanftse  crucis  illuftris  domus  ipfa  vocatur 
Corporis  atque  animae  noftrae  ftudiqfa  lalutis. 

“  The  herb  which  borrows  Santa  Crocks  name,  _  „ 

Sore  eves  relieves,  and  healeth  wounds  ;  the  fame 
Difcuffes  the  King’s  Evil,  and  removes 
Cancers  and  boils ;  a  remedy  it  proves 
For  bi^rhs  and  fc aids,-  .reppls  the  naulequs  Itch,,  ,  ;  „ .  y 

*  The  Latin,  poem  on  this  fubjecg  attributed  to  a  Phyfician 
called"  Raphael  Thorius,  and  the  Englifti  tranflation  '  df  H  By 
the  Rev.  W.  Bewick,  London,  1725,  arc  of  'eijual  merit/ and 
fcarcciv  deferve  to  be  mentioned, 

'  *  And 
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And  draight' recovery  from  convulfion  fits. 

It  cleanfes,  dries,  binds  up,  and  maketh  warm  ; 

The  head-ach,  tooth-ach,  colic,  like  a  charm 
It  eafeth  foon  ;  an  ancient  cough  relieves, 

And  to  the  reins,  and  milt,  and  llomach  gives 
Quick  riddance  from  the  pains  which  each  endures  ; 

Next  the  dire  wounds  of  poifon’d  arrows  cures  ; 

AH  bruifes  heals,  and  when  the  gums  are  fore, 

It  makes  them  found  and  healthy  as  before. 

Sleep  it  procures,  our  anxious  forrows  lays, 

And  with  new  flefh  the  naked  bone  arrays. 

No  herb  hath  greater  power  to  rectify 
All  the  diforders  in  the  bread  that  lie, 

Or  in  the  lungs.  Herb  of  immortal  fame! 

Which  hither  firft  by  Santa  Croce  came, 

When  he  (his  time  of  Nunciature  expir’d) 

Back  from  the  Court  of  Portugal  retir’d  ; 

Even  as  his  predeceffors  great  and  good, 

Brought  home  the  Crofs,  whofe  confecrated  wood 
All  Chriflendom  now  with  its  prcfencc  oleffes  •, 

And  dill  th’  illudrious  family  poddies 
The  namfc  of  Santa  Croce  *  rightly  given,  , 

Since  they,  in  all  refpefts  rcfembling  heaven, 

Procure  as  much  as  mortal  men  can  do, 

7'he  welfare  of  our  fouls  and  bodies  too.’1 

To  this  high-ftrained  panegyric  nothing  need 
be  added,  as  every  thing  that  was  formerly  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  wood  of  the  true  Crofs,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  foul,  is  here  attributed  to  Tobacco 
in  behalf  of  the  body.  The  fpiritual  and  me¬ 
dical  virtues  of  each  will  doubtlefs  be  thought 
by  fome  pretty  nearly  equal. 

On  this  part  of  the  fubjeA  candor  demands 
that  I  fhould  mention  what  is  faid  in  behalf 
of  the  ufe  of  Tobacco,  by  the  molt  eminfent  of 

*  I  believe  the  family  of  the  Santa  Croce  (i.  c.  Holy  Crofs)  were  thus 
denominated  from  one  of  their  ancefiors,  who  brought  the  wood  of  the 
true  Crofs  into  Italy. — Si  vera  eji  Jama> 

the 
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the  modern  Phyflcians.  The  Editors  of  the  laft 
Edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory  obferve, 
that  “  Of  late.  Tobacco  under  the  form  of  a 
“  vinous  or  watry  infufion,  given  in  fmall  quan- 
«  titles,  fo  as  to  produce  little  effect  by  its 
t(  adtion  on  the  ffomach,  has  been  found  a 
«  very  ufeful  and  powerful  diuretic.  Dr.  Fow- 
ler  has  publifhed  feveral  cafes  of  Dropfy  and 
Dyfury,  in  which  its  employment  has  been 
€<  attended  with  the  bell  effedts  :  and  this  has 
rt  been  confirmed  by  the  pradtice  of  others. 
ff  Beaten  into  a  mafh  with  vinegar  or  brandy, 
“  it  has  fometimes  proved  ferviceable  for  remov- 
«  ing  hard  tumours  of  the  Hypochondres.  Two 
cafes  of  cure  by  this  mean  are  publifhed  in  the 
Edinburgh  Effavs. — Injections  by  the  anus  of 
«  the  Smoke  or  Decodtion  have  been  of  advan- 
"  tage  in  cafes  of  obffinate  Conftipation ,  threaten- 
ing  Ileus ,  of  incarcerated  Hernia ,  of  fpafmodic 
Afthmay  and  of  perfons  apparently  dead  from 
(t  drowning  or  other  fudden  caufes.,>  If  any 
of  the  Tobacco-confumers  chufe  to  make  ufe  of 
it  (fee.  art.)  in  any  of  the  above  cafes,  they 
have  my  full  confcnt.  But  let  them  obferve, 
that  none  of  thefe  medical  gentlemen  recom¬ 
mend  the  conffant  ufe  of  the  Pipe,  the  Snuff¬ 
box,  or  the  ^uid ;  in  behalf  of  which,  thofe 
who  ufe  them  plead  fo  warmly. 

Dr.  Strother  obferves,*  <f  Smoking  is  be- 
rf  come  an  univerfal  pradtice  ;  and  is  ufed  more 
**  as  an  amufement,  or  an  afliffant  for  guzzling, 
€<  than  for  any  good  expedted  from  it. — -How- 
*<  ever,  I  cannot  deny,  how  beneficial  fmoking 

♦  EfTay  on  Sick  nefs  and  Health;  p.  408. 


u  1S 


I  #0  '] 

,c  ;is  to  perfons  fubject .  to  defluxions  on.  the 
“  lungs  ;  it  is  a  ftrong  and  confiant  revullion 
V  and  I  have  known  phlegmatic  coughs  and 
“  hoarfencfi.cs  taken  off  by  it,  where  other  rev 
“  medies  tailed;”  (and  I  have  known  it  tried  in 
i(  the  above  cafes  without  the  JmalleJi  good  effect) a, 
"  but. then,”  continues  the  Dodlor,  are  healthy 
€i  perfons  to  be  pinned  down  to  rules,  which 
<f  are  only  to  be  followed  by  fome  few,  fubject 

to  breed  too  much  Phlegm  ?  Nor  fhould 
<f  thefe  very  perfons  tamper  with  Tobacco  in 
i(  fummer,  which  is  a  feafon  that  dries  our  hu- 
,c  mours.  In  fhort,  the  healthy,  and  they  who 
"  are  of  a  warm  conftitution,  fhould  avoid  it, 
“  becaufe  the  firfi  perform  their  functions  well, 
(C  and  the  lattcrwould  be  more  heated  thereby.” 

Dr,  Maynwaring,  -  in  his  treat ife  on  the  Scurvy, 
has  written  largely  again  ft  the  ufe  of  this  herb. 
He  afferts  in  the  mofi  positive  manner  that  it  is 
a  grand  procuring  ca.ufe  of  Scorbutic  complaints, 
and  that' the  Scurvy  has  abounded  much  more  in 
thefe  Nations  fince  the  introduction  of  Tobacco 
than ,  it  had  ever  done  before.  Sec  his  Trcat-ife 
p.  70.  , 

On  this  fubject  old  Mr.  Salmon,  a  man 
in  practical  medicine  wife  beyond  his  day, 
fpcaks  as  follows:  "  Th  z  powder,  of  the  leaf  is 
t(  ufed  as  a  jlernutatory  to  clcanfe  the  head  and 
“  brain,  and  may  be  profitable  being  ufed  phy- 
<f  finally  ;  but  the  ordinary  and  confiant  ufage 
(€  of  it  for  Snuff,  is  of  very  evil  confequences, 
<f  and  induces  Apoplexies.  £  For  drawing  away 
c<  the  thin  matter  by  itfeif,  thro’  the  continual 

+  While  the  reader  doubts  of  Mr.  S — ’s  Theory ,  he  may 
credit  his  Tads, 
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c«  u {V  thereof,  the  thick  is  left  behind,  wheie 
«  increasing,  and'  being  too  thick  to  pads  thro 
4  life  Os  -  Elhinoides,  or  liCveUike  bone,  the  cavity 
ii  at  length  is  filled  thefCwith,  where  of^itrudting 
<c  the  animal  fpirits  near  their  centre/ ;an  Ap.o- 
<<  niexy  is  infallibly  induced  ;  and  l  anv  confident 
4  more  people  have  died  of  Apoplexies  m  one 
ti  year,  firice  the  ufe  of  this  SmiJJo,  than  have 
?<  died  *  of  that  difeafe  in  an  hundred  before 
<<  the  ufe  thereof ;  and  moft ,  if  not  all  who  1 
'<  have  ohferved  to  die  of  late,  of  tb'dt  di/eafe,  were 
a  fueh  as  were  extreme  and  conjtafit  Snufb-takc,  s. 

The  great  virtues  of  a  Pipe  taken  in  the 
morning  faffing,  are  extolled  by  many  ;  "  be- 


caufe,”  fay  they,  1 


it  pumps  up  a  quantity  of 
cold/ phlegm  front  the  ftomach.”  Not  to 
infill,  that  nothing  can  be  taken  out  of  the 
ftomach  but  by  vomiting  ;  let  it  be  obferved, 
that  the  fubftance  which  is  forcibly  hawked  up 
by  many  who  have  acquired  this  moft  dilguftful 
habit,  is  the  mucus  fccreted  by  the  toniils  to 
lubricate  and  defend  the  CElophagus ;  together 
with  the  faliva  which  is  fccreted  by  the  fob- 
lingual,  parotid,  and  fubmaxillark  glands.t  And 
this  mucus  and  faliva  .  are  not  iefs  tequiftte  in 
their  refp'ective  places,  than  the  blood  itfclf;  as 
they  are  not  only  abfolutcly  rtcceflhry  tor  the 
defence  of  the  parts  already  mentioned,  but 
alfo  for  the  important  putpofe  of  digeftion ; 
which,  if  not  properly  promoted,  and  carried 
on,  the  body  cannot  long,  continue  in  a  healthy 

*  Salmon’s  Druggift’s  Shop,  p.  ltt'.  London,  1693.  ■ 

+  See -Jones’s  Medical  Vulgar  Errors  Refuted',.'  p.  9 
Book  of  uncommon  worth,  neceffary  to  every  fanu.y,  which 
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Hate.  Every  medical  man  knows  well,  that  the 
Saliva  which  is  fo  copiouily  drained  off  by  the 
infamous  Quid,  and  the  fcandalous  Pipe,  is 
the  firft  and  greated  agent  which  nature  employs 
in  digeding  the  food. 

But  is  the  elegant  Snuff-box  as  dangerous  as 
the  Pipe  and  the  Quid  ?  Let  us  hear  evidence. 

The  lead  evil,”  fays  Mr.  De  Bomare,  <f  which 
you  can  expedt  it  to  produce,  is  to  dry*  up  the 
brain,  emaciate  the  body,  enfeeble  the  memory, 
and  dedroy,  if  not  entirely,  yet  in  a  large  mca- 
fure,  the  delicate  fenfe  of  fmelling.  ” 

c<  Common  Snuff,”  fays  a  very  fenfible  Phy- 
fician,  (whofc  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  lies  now' 
before  me)  "  in  habitual  Snuff-takers,  has  been 
found  to  penetrate  into  the  t  SinuJJes  communi¬ 
cating  with  the  nofe,  and  into  the  Antrum- High 
morianum ,§  where  it  has  formed  horrid  Abfceffcs  : 
it  is  often  carried  down  into  the  llomach,  and  by 
the  ufe  of  it,  the  (kin  is  tinged  of  a  pale  brow  n 
colour.”*  —  This  is  diffidently  evident  in  all 
Snuff-takers.  The  moft  delicate  females  have 
their  complexion  entirely  ruined  by  it.  Strange  ! 
that  the  Snuff-fox  fliould  be  deemed  too  great  a 
fact ilice  for  that ,  for  which  mod  people  are  ready 
to  facrifi.ee  every  thing  belide  ! — Many  cafes  have 
been  obferved  where  the  appetite  has  been  almod 
dedroyed  ;  and  a  confumption  brought  on  by  the 
immoderate  ufe  of  this  powder. 

I  am  glad  I  have  this  opportunity  of  recommending  to  my 
Readers.  London,  Cadell  and  Davis,  1797* 

+  Sinus ,  in  Anatomy,  denotes  a  cavity  in  certain  bones  and 
other  places,  the  entrance  whereof  is  very  narrow,  and  the 
bottom  wider  and  more  fpacious. 

4  Antrum  Highmorianum ,  a  cavity  within  the  upper  jaw-bone, 
*  Jones’s  Medical  vulgar  Errors  refuted,  p.  90. 

I  heartily 
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I  heartily  wifh  the  Corporation  of  Surgeons 
and  other  Afiatomifts>  would  procure  as  many 
bodies  of  habitual  Smokers  and  Snuff-takers  as 
poilible,  that  being  diffe&od,  we  might  know 
how  far  that  ever  to  be  dreaded  evil  prevails, 
which  J.  Borrhi  in  a  Letter  to  Bartholine ,  fays, 
happened  to  the  brain  of  an  immoderate  Smoker. 
See  Chambers’s  Cyclopaedia,  Dr.  Rees’s  edition,* 
article  Tobacco.  '  . . 

In  one  of  the  German*  literary  Journals  feve- 
ral  cafes  are  mentioned  of  Vertigo,  Blindnefs,  and 
Paralyfis,  occalioned  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of 
this  herb. 

However,  after  all  that  the  molt  eminent 
Phyficians  have  faid  on  the  fubjedl,  there  are 
fomc,  who  tho’  they  do  not  even  pretend  to  me¬ 
dical  fkill,  yet  Rill  conlider  it  as  a  fovereigti 
Remedy  in  moll  diforders.  <r  Cures,”  fay  they, 
and  eminent  ones  too,  have  been  performed  by 
€f  it*  fee  the  various  cafes  publifhed  by  Dr.  Fow- 
ler.”  It  is  certain  Dr.  F.  has  ufed  it  fuccefs- 
fully  in  fome  cafes  ;  and  through  the  hands  of 
fuch  an  able  Phyfician  all  the  good  that  is  in  it 
may  be  fully  communicated.  In  fuch  hands 
alone,  could  I  truft  the  ufe  of  it  as  a  medicine. 
But  the  perfons  who  produce  Dr.  Fowler’s  fuc- 
cefsful  experiments  forget,  that  not  one  of  the 
cures  he  mentions  was  wrought  by  the  Pipe ,  the: 
Vhiid,  or  the  Snuff-box .*  It 

*  For  the  fake  of  incorrigible  Tobacco-confumers,  I  here., 
infert  Dr.  Fowler’s  preparations,  that  they  may  be  led  to  take 
it  in  the  lead  dangerous  way.  The  forms  in  which  the  Dr. 
ordered  it,  were  either  in  Inf  upon,  TinPture ,  or  Pills , 

i  •  *  ■  To 
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It  is.  certain  that  the  lift  of  cure's  wrought 
by  it  would  not  reach  far.  The  ufc  of  it  as  an 
emetic,  for  which  fome-have  pleaded,,  is  ex¬ 
tremely,  dangerous,  as  it  has-- often  occalioned 
almoff  intolerable  cardillgic  gnxietiesj  -  violent 
vomitings,  and  ftwpidity.f  ; 

Mr. .  JBomare  informs  u&>  That  it  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  as.  a  remedy  in  lethargic  fwooningsy  and 
the  Patient  has  been  reftored  to  fenfibility ,  only 
to  be  racked  by  a  more  dreadful  dilordcr. 
Conv.tilfions,  accompanied  with  vomitings,  cold 
fweats,  and  a  feeble  and  intermitting  pulle,  with 
other  dreadful  fymptoms,  have  been  the  confe- 
quencc  of  its  ufe  in  thcr  above  calcs*  If  it  be' 
lb  dangerous,  when  employed  as  a  remedy  in 
fbporific  affections  ;  what ,  evil  may  not  be  ex¬ 
pedited,  from  it  when  ufcd  .conftantly,  immode¬ 
rately,  and  without  any.  corrective  ? 

!► 

To  make  the  Infuficn ,  he  took  one  ounce  of  Tobacco  leave*' 
dried,  boiling  water,  one  pounif.  This  he  kept  for  an  hour 
clafc  covered  in  a  warm  place;  then  (framed  off  4  ounces,  and 
added  2  ounces  of  rectified  fpint  of  wine.  Of  this  he  ventured 
to  give  to  adults,  from  6  to;  ioo- drops  twice  a  day  ; ---in  irritable 
habits  he  feldom  exceeded  25  drops:  to  a  patient  of  10  years  old 
he  gave  50  drops,  to  a  child  of  5  years  old  lie  gave  2o  drops  :  but 
never  Ventured  to  preferibe  it  to  patients  urtder  5  years  of  age. 

The  ' I'inBure ,  he  prepared  as  follows  :  Dried  Tobacco 
leaves  one  ounce,  of  rectified  lpirits,  Spanifli  white-wine,  or 
vinegar,  one  pint,  (o  be  infufed  for  four  days.  —  This  he  leems 
to  have  adminidcFcd  in  nearly  the  lame  proportions'^  the  In- 
fulion.  .  • 

The  Pills,  he  prepared  thus.  Dried  Tobacco  leaves  in  pow¬ 
der  (alias  fnuff)  one  drachm,  conferve  of  rofes  enough  to  make 
it  into  a  mafs.---This  he  divided  into  fixty  Pills. 

The  Caution  of  this  celebrated  Phyfician,  in  uftng  this  for¬ 
midable  medicine,  is  worthy  of  remark.  How  (mail  are  his 
dofes ,  in  companion  of  the  immenle  quantities  taken  every  day 
by  foolilh  idle  people  !  Let  thole  who  urge  medical  nccefhty 
for  the  ufe  of  this  herb,  ufe  it  in  the  'fame  zoay,  and  in  the 
fame  proportions  as  directed  above. 
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■  That  it  is  unfriendly  to  animal  life  may  be  . 
Varioudy  proved.,  A  poultice  of  it  laid  to  the 
pit  of  the  domach,  proves  dreadfully  emetic  in 
a  Ihort  time.  The  following  cafe  I  think  awful, 
and  infert  here  as  a  warning  to  thofe  whom  it 
may  concern.  A  Phydcian  of  my  acquaintance 
was  fent  for  to  fee  a  girl  of  about  feven  years  of 
age,  grievouily  tormented  with  Spafms  in  her 
domach,  and  inceffant  vomitings.  Various  means 
were  ufed  to  relieve  her,  but  without  fuc^ 
cefs  ;  nor  could  the  caufe  of  the  complaint  be 
found  out  for  a  condderable  time  •  (the  child, 
till  her  fudden  feizure  with  the  vomitings,  had 
been  in  perfect  health.)  At  lad  the  fmell  arifing 
from  the  breath  and  head  of  the  child  led  to  a 
detection  of  the  caufe.  The  girl  had  what  is 
termed  by  fome  a  fore  or  broken  out  head ;  to  cure 
and  cleanfo  it,  her  mother  had  that  day  made  an 
Ointment  of  Butter  and  Snuff >  and  applied  it  to 
the  place.  This  was  found  to  be  the  foie  caufe 
of  thofe  violent  retchings,  which  had  nearly  put 
a  period  to  the  child’s  life. 

A  perfon  of  my  acquaintance,  who  had  been 
an  immoderate  Snuff-taker  for  upwards  of  forty 
years,  was  frequently  afflicted  with  a  fudden 
fuppredion  of  breathing,  occafioned  by  a  para¬ 
lytic  date  of  the  mufcles  which  ferve  for  refpira- 
tion  ;  thefe  affebfions  grew  more  and  more  alarm¬ 
ing,  and  ferioudy  threatened  her  life.  The  only 
relief  fhe  got  in  fuch  cafes,  was,  by  a  cup  of  cold 
water  poured  into  her  throat.  This  became  fo 
neceffary  to  her,  that  die  could  never  venture  to 
attend  even  a  place  of  public  worfhip  without 
having  a  fmall  veffel  of  w^ater  with  her,  and  a 
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friend  at  hand  to  adminifter  it.  At  laft  fhe  left 
off  Snuffy  the  mufcles  re-acquired  their  proper 
tone  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  after  fhe  was  entirely 
cured  of  a  diforder  occafioned  folely  by  her  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Snuff-box,  and  to  which  fhe  had 
nearly  fallen  a  martyr. 

The  poijonous  nature  of  the  oil  of  this  plant 
has  been  obferved  by  feveral,  and  particularly  by 
Fontana  in  the  following  experiments,  who  ranks 
this  herb  with  the  vegetable  poifons.  i,  <f  I 
made  (fays  he)  a  fmail  incifion  in  a  Pigeon’s 
leg,  and  applied  to  it  the  oil  of  Tobacco.  In 
two  minutes  it  loft  the  ufe  of  its  foot.  2,  I  re¬ 
peated  this  experiment  on  another  Pigeon,  and 
the  event  w:as  exactly  the  fame.  3,  I  made  a 
fmail  wound  in  the  pedtoral  mufcles  of  a  Pigeon, 
and  applied  the  oil  to  it  ;  in  three  minutes  the 
animal  could  no  longer  fupport  itfelf  on  its  left 
foot.  4,  This  experiment  repeated  on  another 
Pigeon  ended  the  fame  wray.  5,  I  introduced 
into  the  pedloral  mufcles  of  a  Pigeon  a  fmail  bit 
of  wood  covered  with  this  oil  ;  the  Pigeon  in  a 
few  feconds  fell  infenfible.  6,  Two  other  Pigeons 
to  whofe  mufcles  I  applied  this  oil,  vomited  fe- 
veral  times,  all  that  they  had  eaten.  7,  Two 
others  with  empty  ftomachs,  treated  as  above, 
made  all  poiTible  efforts  to  vomit. v  Fontana 
obferves,  that  vomiting  was  the  moft  conftant 
cffe£t  of  this  oil.*  —  Various  other  experiments 
prove,  that  an  application  of  this  herb  in  almoft 
any  form,  will  produce  this  effe(ft.  Chemifts 
pbferve,  that  Tobacco  leaves,  diftilled  in  a  retort 

*  Fontana  on  poifons,  vol,  2,  Edit.  1795. 
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without  addition,  yield  an  acrid  empyreumatic 
poifonous  oil. 

Nor  need  we  wonder  at  the  above,  when  it  is 
known  that  a  fingle  drop  of  the  chemical  oil  of 
Tobacco  being  put  on  the  tongue  of  a  Cat  pro¬ 
duced  violent  convuldons,  and  killed  her  in  the 
fp ace  of  one  minute.  A  thread  dipped  in  the 
fame  oil,  and  drawn  thro*  a  wound  made  by  a 
needle  in  an  animal,  killed  it  in  the  fpace  of 
feven  minutes.  *  Indeed  the  ftrong  caufiic  oil 
and  acrid  fait  which  are  contained  in  it,  mull 
produce  evil  effects  beyond  calculation. 

Thefe  facds,  which  are  well  authenticated,  may 
fuffice  ;  and  taken  into  connexion  with  that  word 
which  fays  T hou  Jhalt  do  NO  murder ,  fliould 
deter  every  perfon  who  wifhes  well  to  his  body 
and  his  foul,  from  the  (at  lead:  immoderate)  ufe 
of  this  herb. 

That  it  is  finful  to  ufe  it  as  mod;  do,  I  have  no 
doubt  ;  if  deftroying  the  conditution,  and  vilely 
fquandering  away  the  Time  and  Money  which 
God  has  given  for  other  purpofes,  may  be  termed 

finful. 

Many  perfons  I  have  known,  who  were  fcarcely 
able  to  procure  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  yet 
by  facrificing  health  and  decency,  have  made  a 
ihift  to  procure  the  daily  quantum  Jufficit  of 
1  obacco.  I  have  obferved  fome  whole  families, 
and  very  poor  ones  too,  who  have  ufed  Tobacco 
in  all  podible  ways,  and  fome  of  them  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  Now  fuppodng  the  whole 
family  confiding  of  four,  five,  or  fix,  to  have 

*  Jones’s  Medical  Errors  refuted. pag.  9°» 
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ufed  but  is,  6d.  worth  in  a%week,  then,  in  the 
mere  article  of  Tobacco,  nearly  £200  Sterling 
is  totally  and  irrecoverably  loft,  in  the  courfe  of 
fifty  years  !  *  Were  all  the  expences  attending 
this  bufinefs  enumerated,  probably  five  times 
the  fum  in  feveral  cafes  would  not  be  too  large 
an  efiimate  ;  efpecially  if  ftrong  drink,  its  general 
concomitant,  neglect  of  bufinefs,  and  appropriate 
utenfils,  be  taken  into  the  account,  t  Can  any 
who  profefs  to  call  themfelvcs  Chriftians,  vindi¬ 
cate  their  conduct  in  this  refpeft  ? 

A  pious  Clergyman  lately  told  me,  that  he 
had  a  number  of  very  poor  families  in  his  parifh 
immoderately  attached  to  the  ufe  of  Tobacco. 
He  plainly  favv  that  a  large  proportion  of  their 
daily  earnings  was  deftroyed  in  this  way.  He 
warned  them  in  private,  and  preached  in  public 
againft  it,  but  few  of  them  had  refolution  enough 
to  lay  it  afide. 

The  expence  of  one  very  poor  family  in  Snuff 
and  Tobacco  he  calculated,  and  found  it  to  amount 
to  nearly  one  third  part  of  their  yearly  earnings  ! 

But  the  lo/s  of  time  in  this  fhameful  work  is  a 
ferious  evil :  I  have  known  fome  wTho,  ftrange 

*  To  fay  nothing  of  the  power  of  Money  to  increafe  its 
value  almoft.  beyond  credibility  by  compound  Intereji ,  in  which 
cafe  the  above  weekly  confumption  would  amount  in  50  years 
to  upwards  of  ^800  Sterling  ;  and  in  54  years  to  upwards  of 
£  1000. 

t  My  Eftimate  here  may  be  deemed  by  fome  rather  exorbi¬ 
tant,  but  how  little  is  it  in  comparifon  of  that  of  our  noble 
King  James;  “  Now  how  you  are  by  this  cuftom  difabled  in 
your  goods,  let  the  gentry  of  this  land  bear  witnefs,  fome  of 
them  bellowing  three ,  fome  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  upon 
this  precious  flink.”  Counterblajl  p.  to.  1672; 

See  alfo,  Mr.  A.  du  Perron,  Zend-Avesta,  vol.  I.  pt.  1 , 
p.  415-418.  for  the  colllinefs  of  a  Smoking  Apparatus,  and  for 
other  curious  particulars  relative  to  this  prafiice  among  the 
AJiatia,  .  to 
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to  tell  L  have  fmoked  three  or  four  hours  in  the 
day,  by  their  own  confeffion :  and  others  who  x 
have  fpent  fix  hours  in  the  fame  employment  l 
How  can  fuch  perfons  anfwer  for  this  at  the 
Bar  of  God  ?  cc  But  it  is  prefcribed  to  me  by 
a  Phyfician.”  No  man  who  values  his  charac¬ 
ter  as  a  Phyfician  will  ever  prefcribc  it  in  this 
way.  Whatever  good  effects  may  be  attributed 
even  to  a  moderate  ufe  of  it,  can  be  produced 
by  medicines  of  a  more  cleanly  and  lefs  danger¬ 
ous  nature.  As  to  Snuff,  ail  its  good  effects,  fays 
Mr.  De  Bomare,  may  be  much  better  procured 
by  powder  of  Betony,  Sage,  or  Marjoram.  If 
it  be  taken  as  a  Sternutative,  or  Medicine  to  caufe 
fneezing,  it  fhould  be  taken  very  feldom,  or  it 
will  lofe  its  effedt  ;  and  if  it  fhould  not,  who, 
for  the  fake  of  redeeming  his  head  from  fome 
occafional  trifling  inconvenience,  would  confent 
to  have  his  body  throwm  into  continual  con- 
vulflons ! 

«  But  it  has  done  me  good.”  Perhaps  it  has  j 
fo  has  an  Emetic  ;  but  will  you  infer  thence* 
that  the  confiant  ufe  of  it  is  neceffary  ?  If  you 
do,  be  confident  with  yourfelf,  and  the  very  next 
time  you  need  an  Emetic,  be  fure  to  re-peat  it 
every  hour  as  long  as  you  live. 

I  grant  that  a  perfon  who  is  brought  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Pipe  or  the  Snuff-box,  may 
feel  great  uneafinefs  in  attempting  to  leave  it  off ; 
and  get  fome  medical  man,  thro’  a  falfe  pity>  or 
for  money ,  to  prefcribe  the  continued  ufe  of  it ; 
but  this  does  not  vindicate  it  :  and  the  perfon 
who  prefcribes  thus,  is  not  to  be  trufted  :  he  is 
cither  without  principle  or  without  fkilh 
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r<  A  mere  Licenciate  without  knowledge. 

The  fhame  and  fcandal  of  the  College. ” 

An  eminent  Phyfician,  with  whofe  acquain¬ 
tance  and  friendfhip  I  am  honoured,  gave  me 
lately  the  following  account.  When  I  was  at 
L - in  the  year  1789,  a  certain  religious  peo¬ 

ple  at  one  of  their  annual  meetings,  made  a 
Rule,  or  rather  revived  one  which  had  been  long 
before  made  and  eftablMhed  among  them  by  their 
venerable  Founder ,  but  had  been  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  loft  light  of,  viz.  That  no  Minijler  in  their 
Connexion  Jhould  ufe  hnujf  or  Tobaccoi  unlefs  pre¬ 
ferred  by  a  Phyfician .  This  Rule  fhewed  at  once 
both  their  prudence  and  good  fenfe.  Towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  meeting,  having  offered 
my  afliflance  to  as  many  as  flood  in  need  of 
medical  help,  feveral  of  them  confulted  me  on 
the  fubjeft  of  taking  Tobacco  in  one  form  or  other,* 
and  with  very  little  variation  their  mode  of  addrefs 
was  as  follows  :  "  Docffor,  I  am  troubled  fre¬ 

quently  with  fuch  a  complaint,  (naming  it)  I 
take  lobacco,  and  have  found  great  benefit  from 
the  ufe  of  it. — I  am  fure  were  1  to  give  it  up, 
I  fhould  be  very  ill  indeed  ;  and  I  am  certain," 
that  }ou  arc  too  wile  and  too  fkillful  a  man  to 
delire  me  to  difeontinue  a  pra&ice  which  has 
been  fo  beneficial  to  me.”  After  fuch  an  addrefs 
what  could  I  fay  ?  It  was  fpoken  with  ferious 
concern,  and  was  properly  argumentum  ad  homi~ 
turn  :  1  knew  well  they  wrere  fincere,  but  I  knew 
alio  they  wxre  deceived  ;  however,  to  the  major 
part  of  them  I  ventured  to  fpeak  thus.  "  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  you  certainly  do  me  honour  in  the  confU 
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dence  you  repofe  in  my  (kill  ;  but  you  have 
brought  me  into  a  Dilemma ,  from  which  I  cannot 
eafily  extricate  myfelf ;  as  I  find,  I  mull  either 
fay  as  you  fay  on  the  fubjedt,  or  elfe  renounce 
all  pretentions  to  wifdom  and  medical  fkilL 
However,  I  cannot  in  confcience  and  honour, 
prefcribe  to  you  the  continued  ufe  of  a  thing 
which  I  know  does  many  of  you  immenfe  hurt.” 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  w7hether  thefe 
Minifters  after  the  Rule  paffed  at  their  meeting, 
and  the  remonftrance  of  the  Phyfician,  continue 
to  indulge  themfelves  in  this  difgraceful  employ¬ 
ment  ? 

Rut  the  religious  people  mentioned  above,  are 
not  the  only  perfons  who  have  publifhed  Edidts 
againft  this  deftrudtive  pradtice.  Amur  at  h  the 
IV.  Emperor  of  the  Turks  j  the  Tzar  of'Muf- 
covy ,  and  the  King  of  Perfidy  appreheniive  of  the 
evils  which  were  likely  to  be  occafioned  in  the 
conflitutions  and  properties  of  their  fubjedts,  for¬ 
bad  the  ufe  of  Tobacco  in  their  dominions,  on 
pain  of  death  only  the  penalty  in  cafe  of 
Snuff-taking,  was,  to  have  the  Nofe  cut  offi  *  It 
is  well  known  that  James  the  firft,  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  y  wrote  a  Treatife  exprefsly  againft  fmokingj 
See.  called,  A  count erhlajl  to  Tobacco *  f 

C  4  Simon 

*  See  Di&onnaire  univerfel,  &tc.  de  Bomare,  under  the 
Article  Nicotiane,  — The  Turkifh  Emperor  prohibited  the  ufd 
of  it  from  a  fuppolition  that  it  rendered  his  fubje&s  unfruitful, 

*f  Some  time  after  the  Britifh  King  had  condefcended  to  - 
enter  the  lifts  with  the  Tobacco-confumers  of  his  day,  Mn 
Jofeph  Syl-vefter  wrote  a  Poem  which  he  dedicated  to  Villiers 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  with  the  following  quaint  Title,  u  To ^ 

bacco  battered ,  and  the  Pipes  flattered  ( about  their  ears  that 
p  idly  idolize  fo  bafe  and  barbarous  a  Weed ;  or  at  lea  ft -wife 

over-love 
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Simon  Pauli i ,  Phyfician  to  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark,  has  alfo  written  a  Treatife  on  the  danger 
of  ufing  this  herb  ;  and  obferves,  (which  I  quote 
for  the  fake  of  thofe  who  retain  any  fentimcnt 
ol  delicacy  on  this  fubjed,)  That  the  Merchants 
frequently  lay  it  in  Bog-houfes,  to  the  end  that  be¬ 
coming  impregnated  with  the  'volatile  Salt  of  the 
excrements,  it  may  be  rendered  brijkcr,  jlronger,  and 
more  foetid,  * 

In  1689,  Corporation  of  Apothecaries  of 
the  City  of  Clermont,  probably  fuppoli ng  that 
great  good  might  he  done  to  thenfelves  or  others, 
by  uniting  this  plant  to  the  Materia  Medica, 
applied  to  the  Court  ol  Excife  for  permiffion  to 
cultivate  lobacco  in  their  gardens  for  medical 
purpofes,  under  the  name  Nicotia .  But  the 
Court  whether  actuated  by  motives  of  humanity 
or  Commerce,  fortunately  palled  an  Jlrrct  bearing 
date  June  28,  1689,  <f  Forbidding  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  of  Clermont,  or  of  any  other  place,  to  fow 
any  I  obacco  in  their  grounds  under  the  name 
Nicotia  or  any  other,  on  pain  of  confifeation,  and 


over -love  fo  loathfome  a  vanity  :  J  By  a  volley  of  Holy  Shot 
“  Jrom  Mount  Helicon.”  '1  his  Piece  contains  fome  unanfwerable 
argviments  again  ft  this  dcteftable  practice,  exprefted  in  a  fort  of 
,  verfe  equal  to  moft  of  the  Poetry  of  that  time.  Printed  with 
his  tranflation  of  Du  Bartas,  London,  1641/ 

*  A  dealer  in  this  Article  once  acknowledged  to  me,  that  he 
fprinkled  his  Rolls  and  Leaf  frequently  with  jlale  Urine  to  keep 
them  inoift,  and  to  preierve  the  favour  /  A  friend  of  mine 
whole  cunofity  led  him  to  lee  Tobaccodpinning,  obferved  that 
the  Boys  who  opened  out  the  dry  plants,  had  a  velTel  of  Urine 
bY  tnenb  V/1th  which  they  moiftened  the  leaves,  to  prepare  them 
ior  the  Ipinner !  Do  the  Tcbzcco-c/ie-uiers  know  this,  and 
ytt  continue  in  this  inoft  abominable  and  difgraceful  pra&ice  ? 

■Can  anv  per; on  think  of  the  above  impune ,  with  a  Quid  in 
his  mouth? 

a  fine 
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a  fine  of  1000  livres.”  *  What  a  lingular  mercy 
was  this  !  Had  the  ufe  of  it  become  common  in 
Medicine,  how  many  thoufands  mult  have  been 
its  vidims  ere  this  time  ! 

The  impiety  rnanifefted  by  feverai  in  the  ufe 
of  this  herb,  merits  the  moll  cutting  reproof. 
When  many  of  the  Tobacco-  confumera  get  into 
trouble,  or  under  any  crofs  or  afflidion,  inftead 
of  looking  to  God  for  fupport  ;  the  Pipe ,  the 
Snuff-box,  or  the  Twifi,  is  applied  to  with  quat- 
druple  earneftnefs  ;  fo,  that  four  times,  (I  might 
fay  in  fome  cafes  ten  times)  the  ufual  quantity 
is  confumed  on  fuch  occalions.  What  a  comfort 
is  this  weed  in  time  of  forrow  !  what  a  fupport 
in  time  of  trouble  !  In  a  word.  What  a  god  ! 

Again,  the  interruption  occalioned  in  places  of 
public  worlhip  by  the  ufe  of  the  Snuff-box,  is  a 
matter  of  ferious  concern  to  all  thofe  who  are 
not  guilty.  When  the  moll  folemn  and  imporr 
tant  matters  relative  to  God  and  man,  eternal 
glory  and  eternal  ruin,  form  the  fubjed  of  a 
Preacher’s  difeourfe,  whofe  very  foul  is  in  his 
work  ;  it  is  no  unufual  thing  to  fee  the  Snuff¬ 
box  taken  out,  and  officioully  handed  about  to 
half  a  dozen  of  perfons  on  the  fame  feat. 
Would  there  not  be  as  much  propriety  in  bring¬ 
ing  forth  and  diflributing  fome  off  the  common 
neceffaries  of  life  ?  <r  But  we  do  not  go  to 
the  houfe  of  God  to  take  our  viduals.”  Neir 
ther  fhould  you  to  take  phylic. 

Never  did  Pope  Urban  the  VIII.  ad  more  like 
an  Apollolic  man,  than  when  he  made  a  Bull  to 
excommunicate  all  thofe  who  took  Tobacco  in 
the  Churches. 

*  See  Encyclopedia  Methpdique^  Finances ,  Tom* 
iii.  Artie,  Tdbac » 
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To  the  great  fcandal  of  religious  people,  the 
abominable  cuftoms  of  Snuff-taking  and  Chewing 
have  made  their  way  into  many  Congregations  ; 
and  are  likely  to  be  productive  of  immenfe  evil. 
Churches  and  Chapels,  are  moft  fcandaloufly 
abufed  by  the  Tobacco-chcwcrs,  who  frequent 
them  :  and  kneeling  before  the  Supreme  Being, 
which  is  fo  becoming  and  neceffary  when  linners 
approach  their  Maker  in  prayer,  is  rendered  in 
many  feats  impracticable,  becaufe  of  the  large 
quantity  of  Tobacco  faliva,  which  is  ejeCted  in 
all  directions. 

The  Indians  of  South  America  make  extenfive 

offerings  of  this  herb  to  their  gods,  and  think 

it  the  moft  acceptable  prefent  they  can  make 

them,  in  order  to  enfure  their  protection.  Was 

it  from  them  that  thefe  Chriftians  have  learned 

to  introduce  it  into  places  of  public  worfhip  ? 

Surely  they  do  not  ufe  the  Snuff-box  and  the  £t>uid 

as  a  part  of  a  religious  ceremony. — Some  indeed 

have  been  fo  candid  as  to  acknowledge  that, 

tho’  they  did  not  ufe  it  as  a  religious  ceremony, 

yet  they  took  it  as  a  help  to  their  devotion  !  ”  * 

O  earth  l  earth  !  earth  !  I  cannot/’  fays  one, 

“  hear  to  any  advantage  without  it  ;  it  quickens 

my  attention,  and  then  I  profit  moft  by  the 

*  I  know  one  cafe  only,  in  which  the  ufe  of  Snuff  Jams  to 
be  innocent.  A  very  pious  woman  of  my  acquaintance,  is 
obliged  to  have  recourfeto  it  fometimes,  for  a  kind  of  Lethargic 
affc&ion  of  her  head,  by  which  fhe  is  often  afflided  :  but  let  it 
be  obferved,  fhe  takes  it  merely  as  a  medicine,  and  ufes  only  one 
half-penny  worth  in  a  month.  All  fuch  perfons  I  cordially  ex¬ 
empt  from  every  cenfure  contained  in  this  Pamphlet. 

N.  B.  Since  the  firft  Edition  of  this  Pamphlet  was  publifhed, 
the  above  perfon  has  totally  left  off  the  ufe  of  this  powder,  and 
has  not  fuffered  the  flighted;  inconvenience  in  confequence  of 
the  Sacrifice  fhe  has  made. 
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Sermon.55  I  am  inclined  to  think  there  is  fome 
truth  in  this  :  and  fuch  perfons  exactly  refemble 
thofe  who  have  habituated  themfelves  to  frequent 
dofes  of  Opium  ;  who,  from  the  well  known 
effect  of  too  free  a  ufe  of  this  drug,  are  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  torpor ,  except  for  a  fhort  time  after  each 
dofe.  Thus  they  are  obliged  to  have  conftant 
recourfe  to  a  ftimulant,  which  in  proportion  to 
its  ufe  increafes  the  difeafe. 

I  cannot  help  adding,  that  I  have  heard  juft 
the  fame  fort  of  reafon  given  for  taking  a  dram 
before  divine  fervice  ;  <f  I  am  in  a  better  fpirit 
for  hearing,  have  a  more  tender  heart,  and  a 
better  recolleftion  of  what  I  have  heard,  when  I 
take  a  little  brandy  or  gin,  before  hand.55 

Such  perfons  as  thefe,  are  utterly  unfit  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  houfe  of  God  ;  and  fufficiently  prove 
that  they  are  wholly  deftitute  of  the  fpirit  of 
piety,  and  of  a  fenfe  of  their  fpiritual  wants, 
when  they  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  excitements  to 
help  their  devotion.  He  can  have  no  pity  for 
the  wretched ,  who  does  not  lift  up  his  foul  in 
prayer  to  God  in  behalf  of  fuch  people. 

But  are  not  many  led  into  this  practice  of 
fmoking  by  their  Pafiors  f  I  am  forry  to  have 
it  to  fay,  that  this  idle  difgraceful  cuftom  pre¬ 
vails  much  at  prefent  among  Minifters  of  moft 
denominations;  Can  fuch  perfons  preach  againft 
needlefs  felf-indulgence,  deftruction  of  time,  or 
wafte  of  money  ? 

Should  all  other  arguments  fail  to  produce 
a  reformation  in  the  condud:  of  Tobacco-con- 
Turners,  there  is  one  which  is  addrefled  to  good- 
' breeding;  and  benevolence ,  which,  for  the  fake  of 

politenejs 


I  28  ] 

poliienefs  and  humanity  fhould  prevail.  Conlider 
how  difagreeable  y our  cuflom  is,  to  thofe  who  do 
not  follow  it.  An  Atmofphere  of  Tobacco 
effluvia  furrounds  you  whitherfoever  you  go. 
Every  article  about  you  fmells  of  it ;  your 
apartments,  your  clothes,  and  even  your  very 
breath.  Nor  is  there  a  fmell  in  nature  more 
difagreeable  than  that  of  ffale  Tobacco,  arifing 
in  warm  exhalations  from  the  human  body,  ren¬ 
dered  ftill  more  offenfive  by  palling  thro’  the 
pores,  and  becoming  ffrongly  impregnated  with 
that  noxious  matter  which  was  before  infenfibly 
perfpired. 

Conlider  what  pain  your  friends  may  be  put  to 
in  handing  near  you,  in  order  to  confult  you  on 
fome  important  bulinefs,  or  to  be  improved  by 
your  converfation.  Will  you  oblige  them  to 
pay  fo  heavy  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of  your  advice, 
when  it  would  have  been  more  honourable  to 
yourfelf,  and  comfortable  to  them,  tohave  had  that 
gratification  in  a  lefs  expenfive  way.  I  cannot 
help  faying,  that  1  have  often  fuffered  a  very 
painful  naufea  from  the  caufe  above  affigned, 
and — on  which,  I  will  dilate  no  farther. 

To  thofe  who  are  not  yet  incorporated  with 
the  fafliionable  company  of  Tobacco-canfumers, 
I  wxmld  fay,  never  enter .  To  thofe  who  are  en¬ 
tered,  I  would  fay,  defift.  Firfi  :  For  the  fake 
of  your  health ,  which  muff  be  materially  injured, 
if  not  deftroyed  by  it.  Secondly  :  For  the  fake 
of  your  property ,  which,  if  you  are  a  poor  man, 
muff  be  confiderably  impaired  by  it.  But,  fup- 
poling  you  can  afford  this  extra  expence  ;  com- 

lider,  how  acceptable  the  pence y  (to  go  no  farther) 

which 
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which  you  fpend  in  this  idle  unneceffary  employ¬ 
ment,  would  be  to  many,  who  are  often  deftitute 
of  bread  ;  and  to  whom  one  penny  would  fome- 
times  be  as  an  Angel  of  God.  Thirdly  ;  For  the 
fake  of  your  time,  a  large  portion  of  which  is 
irreparably  loft,  particularly  in  fmoking.  Have 
you  any  time  to  difpofe  of — to  murder  ?  Is 
there  no  need  of  prayer  — -  reading  —  ftudy  ? 
Fourthly ,  for  the  fake  of  your  friends ,  who  can¬ 
not  fail  to  be  pained  in  your  company,  for  the 
reafons  before  affigned.  Fifthly ,  For  the  fake  of 
your  memory ,  that  it  may  be  vigorous  and  reten¬ 
tive  ;  and  for  the  fake  of  your  judgment ,  that  it 
may  be  clear  and  correct  to  the  end.  Laftly  : 
For  the  fake  of  your  foul. — Do  you  not  think 
that  God  will  viftt  you  for  your  lofs  of  time, 
w^afte  of  money,  and  needlefs  felf-indulgence  ? 
Have  you  not  feen  that  the  ufe  of  Tobacco  leads 
to  drunkennefs  ?  Do  you  not  know  that  habitual 
fmokers  have  the  drinking  veftel  often  at  hand, 
and  frequently  apply  to  it  ?  Nor  is  it  any 
wonder,  for  the  great  quantity  of  neceflary 
moifture  which  is  drawn  off  from  the  mouth.  Sec. 
by  thefe  means,  muft  be  fupplied  fome  other  w  ay. 
You  tremble  at  the  thought  :  well  you  may,  for 
you  are  in  great  danger  :  may  God  look  upon, 
and  fave  you  before  it  be  too  late  !  It  was  this 
view  of  the  fubjedh  that  led  Mr.  Sylvefter  to 
imagine,  that  the  plant  derived  its  name  from 
Bacchus ^  the  heathen  god  of  drunkards, 

<£  Which  of  their  weapons  hath  the  conqueft  got^ 

Over  their  wits  j  the  Pipe,  or  elfe  the  Pot  ? 

For  even  the  derivation  of  the  name 
Seems  to  allude  and  to  include  the  fame  ; 

Tobacco  $ 
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Tobacco ,  as  ra>  B ocxyto  one  would  fay ; 

To  cup-god  Bacchus  dedicated  ay”  * 

It  is  with  pain  of  heart  that  I  fate,  I  have 
known  feveral  who  thro’  their  immoderate  at-» 
tachment  to  the  Pipe,  have  become  mere  Jots. 
There  are  others  who  are  walking  unconcernedly 
in  the  fame  dangerous  road.  — I  tremble  for 
them.  Should  this  fall  into  their  hands,  may 
they  receive  it  as  a  warning  from  God  1 

You  fay,  I  am  fo  long  accufomed  to  it,  I 
cannot  leave  it  off.”  Alas  !  alas  !  However, 
try  :  fee  what  God  will  do  for  you.  I  knew  a 
woman  in  the  eaft  of  this  kingdom,  who  had 
taken  Snuff  and  immoderately  too,  for  the  fpace 
of  fifty  years.  With  a  perfon  who  frequently 
vifited  at  her  houfe,  and  who  was  as  fully  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Snuff-box  as  herfelf,  fhe  agreed  to 
leave  it  off ;  and  that  the  fir  ft  who  took  any 
fhould  forfeit  a  dozen  of  wine  to  the  other.  In 
a  fhort  time  fhe  got  uneafy,  by  and  bye  mifera- 
blc,  and  laftly  ran  quite  diftrafted. — She  was 
then  obliged  to  refume  it.  Not  long  after,  hear¬ 
ing  the  preaching  of  the  people  called  Metho- 
dills,  Ihe  was  deeply  convinced  of  fin,  and  con¬ 
verted  to  God.  From  the  Band-Rules  of  that 
Society  fie  learned  that  Jhe  could  not  have  a  Band- 
ticket  till  Jhe  had  left  it  off.  To  give  it  up,  fie 
was  terribly  afraid,  remembering  what  fhe  had  fuf- 
fered  before  on  that  account.  However,  fie 
thought.  Then,  I  did  it  in  my  own  Jlrengtb  ;  Now, 

*  Raphael  Thorius  in  the  Poem,  mentioned  p.  8.  very 
ominoufly  attributes  the  firfl  difeovery  and  ufe  of  this  herb,  to 
Bacchus,  Silenus ,  and  the  Satyrs  !  (Drunkennefs.  Gluttony 
and  Lufl)  and  yet,  the  Poem  was  written  in  praife  of  it  ! 

I  will 
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I  will  do  it  in  the  ftrength  of  GOD .  She  did 
fo  :  threw  away  her  Snuff-box,  and  abftained 
from  it  ever  after,  and  never  fuffered  the  flighted: 
inconvenience  in  confequence. 

“  But  I  take  only  a  little  now  and  then  in 
complaifance  to  others.’ *  Then  you  will  foon 
be  as  great  a  Have  to  it  as  others  are.  When  it 
is  offered  to  you  in  this  wray,  think  of  the  con- 
dud:  of  Omiah ,  a  native  of  Otaheite>  who  was 
brought  to  London  by  Captain  Furneaux  ;  when 
a  certain  Lord  prefented  him  his  golden  Snuff-, 
box,  and  invited  him  to  take  fome  ;  the  inno¬ 
cent  favage,  having  gained  little  acquaintance 
with  European  refinement,  bluntly  replied  :  <f  I 
thank  you,  my  Lord,  my  nofe  is  not  hungry.” 

To  conclude.  I  am  forry  that  in  writing  on 
this  vile  fubjed,  I  have  been  obliged  to  ufe 
fome  words,  the  places  of  which  I  fhould  have 
been  glad  to  have  fupplied  with  others  of  a  more 
agreeable  found  :  but  as  thefe  were  the  only  ap¬ 
propriate  terms  I  could  find,  my  Readers  will 
accept  this  as  a  fufficient  apology  for  my  ufing 
them. 

Should  there  be  found  in  this  Differtation,  fome 
words  hard  to  be  underftood  by  a  certain  Clafs 
of  readers,  the  connexion  in  which  they  ftand 
will  I  hope,  throw  a  fufficiency  of  light  on 
them  to  make  their  fenfe  manifeft.  And  thofe  who 
nnderftand  the  fubjed,  will  at  once  perceive,  that 
I  could  not  have  eafily  found  lefs  difficult  terms. 

Some  of  the  moft  difagreeable  things  relative 
to  the  pradice,  againft  which  I  have  been  writ¬ 
ing,  are  ffill  behind  the  curtain  ;  and  defignedly 
detained  there  ; — and  it  is  THERE  ALONE 

where 
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where  I  wifh  every  perfevering  fmoker  to  feek 
for  a  certain  veflel  named  the  Sp-t—g  dijh,  which 
to  the  abufe  of  all  good-breeding,  is  frequently 
introduced  into  public  company.  May  they  and 
their  implements ,  while  engaged  in  this  abominable 
work,  be  ever  kept  OUT  OF  SIGHT  1 

From  the  Title  of  this  Dissertation, 
it  may  be  fuppofed  that  I  fhould  have  fpoken  of 
the  ufe  of  Tobacco  as  an  article  of  commerce, 
producing  a  very  extenfive  annual  revenue  to  the 
Hate.  Molt  heartily  I  with  the  Hate  and  its 
governors  unceaftng  profperity,  but  am  forry 
that  any  thing  Hiould  become  an  important  ob¬ 
ject  of  Finance,  which  is  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjeds.  That  the  revenue 
arifing  from  it  is  great,  I  can  readily  believe  ; 
for  the  imports  muH  be  immenfe  when  the  con- 
fumption  is  fo  extravagant.  But  in  the  end,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  that  the  ufe  of  it  will  not  greatly 
promote  the  true  intcreH  of  the  nation.  I  he 
King’s  glory  and  fafety  conHH  not  lefs  in  the 
Jlrengih  and  energy  of  his  fubjeds  than  in  their 
multitude.  However  I  will  leave  its  importance 
as  an  article  of  commerce  to  the  Financiers,  and 
neither  trouble  myfelf  nor  my  Readers  any  farther 
at  prefent  on  the  fubjed. 


F  I  N  I  S. 


